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The Feast of Thanksgiving
in our 290th year
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist


ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH





Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church
Page numbers on the right side of this leaflet refer to the Book of Common Prayer. Hymn numbers are on the left side; num-bers preceded by ‘S’ are from the Service Music at the front of the Hymnal.

Prelude 			Now thank we all our God				 J. S. Bach 
Please stand. 

Processional Hymn 290 	Come, ye thankful people, come 		St. George’s Windsor 

The Word of God
The Acclamation and Response 
Celebrant: 	The earth has yielded its harvest; 
People:	 God, our God, has blessed us. 
Celebrant:	 You visit the earth and water it; 
People:	 you make it very plenteous. 
Celebrant:	 You soften the ground with showers; 
People: 	and bless the increase of it. 
Celebrant: 	You crown the year with your goodness; 
People: 	and your paths overflow with plenty. 
Celebrant:	 The meadows are clothed with sheep; 
People: 	the valleys stand so thick with corn, they shout for joy and sing. 
Celebrant: 	The earth has yielded its harvest; 
People: 	God, our God, has blessed us. 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:      And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and for the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Please be seated. 

The First Reading: Joel 2:21-27 
Reader: A reading from the Book of Joel. 
Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great things! Do not fear, you animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give their full yield. O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; for he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the de-stroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against you. You shall eat in plenty and be sat-isfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my peo-ple shall never again be put to shame. You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 126 (said responsively by whole verse) 
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
       then were we like those who dream. 
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
      and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
3 Then they said among the nations,
      "The Lord has done great things for them." 
4 The Lord has done great things for us, 
       and we are glad indeed. 
5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
       like the watercourses of the Negev. 
6 Those who sowed with tears 
      will reap with songs of joy. 
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
       will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

The Second Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Reader: A reading from the first letter to Timothy. 
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who de-sires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all -- this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
Reader: 	The Word of the Lord. 
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Please stand. 
Hymn 405 			All things bright and beautiful				 Royal Oak 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 6:25-33 
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, "I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a sin-gle hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomor-row is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you-- you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, `What will we eat?' or `What will we drink?' or `What will we wear?' For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well." 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated. 
The Homily 
A period of silent reflection is kept. 
Please stand. 

The Nicene Creed 										358

A Litany of Thanksgiving 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us. Celebrant: For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea. 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
Celebrant: For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ, People: We thank you, Lord. 
Celebrant: For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends, 
People: We thank you, Lord.
 Celebrant: For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve, 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
Celebrant: For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play, 
People: We thank you, Lord.
 Celebrant: For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity, People: We thank you, Lord. 
Celebrant: For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice, 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
Celebrant: For the communion of saints, in all times and places,
 People: We thank you, Lord. 
Celebrant: Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ           Jesus our Lord;
 People: To him be

Confession and Absolution 									360 

The Peace 
Please be seated. 

The Holy Communion
Offertory Sentence 
Please stand. 


Offertory 

Presentation Hymn 				Doxology 			Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.








The Eucharistic Prayer A									 361

Sanctus and Benedictus 								Land of Rest
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The people kneel or stand.   
The Celebrant continues with the Eucharistic Prayer. 						 368 

The Lord’s Prayer (said together)								 364
 
The Breaking of the Bread 










Fraction Anthem S 154								 David Hurd [image: ]


Invitation to Communion 
Please be seated. 
To receive the consecrated Bread, extend your hands upward, palms crossed. Having consumed the Bread, you may return to your seat. Gluten-free wafers are available. Please speak to a priest when you come forward for Communion. If you prefer not to receive the Sacrament, you may ask for a blessing by crossing your arms across your chest. 

The Communion of the People 
The congregation is invited to sing the Communion Hymns. 

Communion Hymn 433 	We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing    	      Kremser 

Postcommunion Prayer (said together)							 366 

The Blessing 

Processional Hymn 397 	   Now thank we all our God                             Nun danket alle Gott
 
The Dismissal 
Celebrant:	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People:	 Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 			Now thank we all our God 			     
Service Participants
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